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NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

I want to thank you - our DSOL members -
who continue to volunteer and support the
financial and educational endeavors of the
Dubuque Symphony Orchestra. Last year
you donated 3,565 hours of your time in
support of our events. In addition to raising
funds for the youth orchestra, we have been
able to continue our annual contribution to
the DSO’s operating fund. Additionally, volunteer efforts are
significant in assisting the DSO in its’ applications for grants.
We are most grateful for your donations, both time and dollars.

I also want to welcome our new members. It’s wonderful to
see a strong commitment to both the arts and education in
our community! Iam looking forward to working with you
as volunteers, supporters, and attendees of our events. And
of course, I want to include those of you who have renewed
your memberships... year in and year out. Every dollar goes
to the DSO. Our Board is a volunteer working Board with no
overhead.

I would be remiss in not mentioning our Sound Bites
luncheons, held at Dubuque Golf and Country Club on the
Friday prior to each Classics Concerts. Maestro William
Intriligator and guest artists will be providing their insights
into the weekends’ performances, which always enhance the
concert experience. Last year we had over 568 attendees join
us for five events. Register and pay on-line for Sound Bites by
visiting the DSO website at dubuquesymphony.org or by giving
the DSO office a call at 563-557-1677 to reserve and pay at the
door. Luncheons such as these have been sponsored by us for
over fifty years!

And now in our League’s 59th year we again have a full
calendar of events and fundraising projects for our 2025-2026
season, which our board members and committee chairs have
detailed in this newsletter. I hope to see you at one or more
events this year.

Your support is what makes everything we do possible. We are
appreciative and thankful for your membership of the Dubuque
Symphony Orchestra League.

Vickie LaGrotta
President, DSOL

MEMBERSHIP by Kathé Richardson

We would like to thank you for your support as a member
of the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra League for the
2025/26 season. Your dedication, time, and generosity are
instrumental in helping us champion music education,
support our orchestra, and bring the joy of symphonic
music to our community.

Each event you attend, volunteer hour you give, and dollar
you contribute strengthens our mission and allows us to
grow.

As we are preparing for an exciting new season, we
warmly invite you to renew your membership, if you have
not yet done so. And for all of you who have sent yours in,
THANK YOU!!! Your continued involvement ensures that
we can keep the music playing for generations to come!

For more information contact: Kathé Richardson

SOUND BITES by Kristen Hodges-Kemp

We are so pleased 2024-2025 season Sound Bites hosted

a whopping 568 people. Last season was truly exceptional

as we celebrated 25 years with our maestro, Dr. William
Intriligator. This season Maestro Intriligator continues

to bring world class musicians to Dubuque. He has a very
special season planned and at Sound Bites you will hear
personal insights from the maestro and his guest artists.

We will also get a glimpse into the guest artists’ lives,

their biographies and their personalities and gain a better
understanding of the music. All this, a buffet lunch, and easy
parking for only $22! Join us the Friday before each classical
concert weekend for more great sounds and tasty bites.
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FUNDRAISING RECAP by Joan Harvieux

The League’s fundraising season began early this
season with the addition of two new fundraising
events over the summer months.

MUSIC TRIVIA NIGHT
Joan Harvieux / Mark Wahlert / Kara Murphy

On July 16th, we held our first Music Trivia Night
with the DSO at Driftless Pizza in the warehouse
district. 90 participants and volunteers joined in the
fun. Teams of six bought mulligans for each of the
four rounds to help with answers and purchased raffle
tickets for William to join their team. Participants
included families, groups of friends, and concert
goers. Winners took home DSO Ultimate Rocks
tickets and Classics II tickets, and William Intriligator
bobbleheads. Join us again this coming summer for
another Music Trivia Night. Thank you to Driftless
Pizza and Trivia Bob for their sponsorship.

PRELUDE TO THE SEASON
Richelle Gentile / John B. Donovan / Kara Murphy

On August 21st, the League hosted its first “Prelude
to the Season”, cocktail party and fashion show.

This exclusive event brought together music, hors
d’oeuvres, cocktails and fashion to bring style and
community together to kick off the concert season.
We plan to continue this event each year and
ultimately, turn it into a full gala. An orchestra as
fine as ours deserves no less. Thank you to Honkamp,
P.C., Hoffman Schnieder & Kitchen Funeral Home,
Plaid Swan, Fareway and Denlinger Herrig Insurance
for their sponsorship.

PLAY FOR THE SYMPHONY BRIDGE PARTY
The Play Bridge for the Symphony event was held at
the Dubuque Golf and Country Club on September 25
with 53 individuals registering. Lunch was excellent
as usual and two rounds of bridge before lunch

and another two rounds after lunch showed clear
winners. Tickets for a Classical Concert and tickets
for the Holiday Concerts were donated by the DSO.
Congratulations to Cheryl Falb/Myra De Long, Fr. Jim
Miller/Fr. Dan Knepper, and Carolyn Olberding/Linda
Werner. Congratulations to our high points winners
(4530-4290). Additional prizes were awarded in a
drawing, including Kay Posey’s two sets of handmade
tallies and six additional white elephant gifts from the
committee. Those prize winners were Jean Becker,
Sue De Weerdt, Izzy Hutter, Karen Kascel, Sharon
Kress, Char McCoy, Julie Norby, and Anne Rousch.

CONCERT SPONSORSHIP by Joan Harvieux

Our fall fundraiser has been
our “No Tea Tea”, and thanks to
your generosity and donations,
it has provided the funding for
the League to support the Youth
Orchestra. This year, we are
raising funds for the specific
purpose of concert sponsorship.
Our league will be asking for
donations to sponsor the Classics 3 concert to be

held on Saturday, February 28, which will feature the
Youth Orchestra performing side-by-side with the
DSO. Donors for this event will also be eligible for a
raffle of Paul Chase’s sculpture “Appassionato”, which
Paul has graciously donated. This sculpture is part

of Paul’s “Music Visions” collection and has a $1200
value. Check your mail in the coming weeks for this
opportunity to join us.

NOTHING BUNDT CAKES by Richelle Gentile

The League’s Bundt Cake sale is now a regular event
that takes place during each Thanksgiving and
Easter week. This fall, “Nothing Bundt Cakes Day”
will be on Tuesday November 25th, just in time for
Thanksgiving. We thank Nothing Bundt Cakes for
their support and sponsorship of what has become a
profitable event for us. Eat more cake!!!
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GERANIUM SALES by Joan Harvieux
It’s not too early to mark your calendars for the Spring ZUILL BAILEY VISITS Renowned cellist Zuill
Bailey was in Dubuque Oct. 14- 16. He visited and
performed at a Wahlert Orchestra rehearsal, a
Roosevelt Middle School Orchestra rehearsal, and at
Oak Park Place. Plans are also underway to arrange
a Cello Masterclass. He will visit the St. Mark’s After
School Program when he returns in March.

EDUCATION by Cindy Mueller NISOM L & MOP Program The DSO has been
invited to participate in the Northeast Iowa School

of Music program entitled Lollipops & Music for
Preschoolers. Hannah VonMulert is working with

a composer who has written music to accompany
popular children’s books. A music and story time will
be arranged, possibly using the children’s story Harold
and the Purple Crayon.

2026 Geranium Plus Flower Sale. Be on the lookout
March 3rd for our flyers and ordering forms. We will
have the same flowers and plants as last year. Pencil
Monday May 6th as the date for flower pick up.

ADOPT-a-MUSICIAN Two new schools in the
Western Dubuque School District: Cascade, and
Dyersville have been added to the list of schools
receiving visits from DSO musicians. Each school
receives 5 visits during the school year. Visits for this
year have already begun.

5TH GRADE ARTS TREK was held on Thursday,
October 16th at the Five Flags Theatre. 11 DSOL
members volunteered to usher that day, assisted by
2 students from Clarke University. There were three
concerts which were thoroughly enjoyed by 1,780
students from 33 schools. Thanks again to Kristen
Kemp-Hodges who filled in for me that day.

3RD GRADE ARTS TREK will be held on Tuesday,
November 18th.

DSYE Mid-Season auditions are being held. The
Fall Concert for the DSYE performing groups will be
held on Sunday, Nov. 9, at 5:30 pm at the Five Flags
Theatre.

For more information about the
DSOL and our activities, please visit
www.dubuquesymphony.org/about-us/volunteer-league



