
 
 

DUBUQUE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
AUDITIONS, SEPTEMBER 2026 

 
ASSISTANT CONCERTMASTER (3rd CHAIR) 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL VIOLIN 2 
SECTION VIOLIN (1 opening) 
 

• First movement exposition and cadenza of a major 19th or 20th century concerto, unaccompanied  
 

• Orchestral Excerpts: 
 
Beethoven Symphony No. 3, mvt 3, m. 1 – 119  
Brahms Symphony No. 4, mvt 2, m. 74 – 101, mvt. 4 m. 33-80 
Debussy La Mer, [19] – [20], [33] – 4 before [39]  
Mendelssohn A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Scherzo, m. 1 – 16 before [E]  
Mozart Symphony No. 39, mvt 1, m. 1 – 97 & mvt 4, m. 1 – 41  
Strauss, R. Don Juan, first page 

 
• For Asst Concertmaster and Asst Principal Violin 2, also prepare these: 

 
First movement exposition and cadenza of a Mozart Concerto (3, 4, or 5) 
Dvorak Symphony No. 8, mvt 2 solo ([D] to 8 m. after [D]) 
Rimsky-Korsakov Scheherazade, concertmaster solos mvts 1 & 3 

 
 
Assistant Principal Viola and Section Viola (1 Section opening) 

• Concerto solo of your choice (3 minutes max, unaccompanied) 
• Orchestral Excerpts (play top line when divided): 

  Beethoven Symphony No. 5, mvt. 2, m. 1-10, m. 72-106 
Brahms Variations on a Theme by Haydn, Var. V (top line)  
Mendelssohn A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Scherzo, [C] – [D] 
Shostakovich Symphony No. 5, mvt. 1, 2nd bar of [15] – [17] 

• For Assistant Principal Viola round, add: 
J.S. Bach any movement (except Preludes) of unaccompanied Suites (3 mins) 
Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 6, mvt. 1, Allegro non troppo – 7 after [C] (top line) 

 
 
Principal Keyboard* 

• J.S. Bach any Allemande AND Sarabande from any French Suite, with repeats and ornaments 
• Beethoven Piano Concerto of your choice, first mvt exposition, unaccompanied 
• A jazz piano selection of your choice 
• Orchestral Excerpts: 

de Falla Three Cornered Hat, Suite No.1, [7] – [14]; 5 after [31] - end  
Ravel Daphnis et Chloe Suite No. 2, Celesta part, beginning to [187] (on synth) 
Respighi Pines of Rome, Piano part (entire piece)  
Stravinsky Petrushka (1911), Piano part, [33] – 4 after [61] 

 
*The winner of the Principal Keyboard audition will be expected to perform on piano, celesta, and electric 
keyboard with the DSO. It is not necessary also to play organ and harpsichord, although if the winner is 
comfortable with these other instruments that is a plus.   


