
  

 
ANNUAL STATE OF THE LEAGUE REPORT FOR 2025-2026 

By Vickie LaGrotta, President 
 

The 2025-2026 season is to be remembered as another great season. We were busy 
successfully running our fundraisers such as our membership drive, “Playing for the 
Symphony” Bridge Party, Nothing Bundt Cake sales day, and Geranium Plus flower 
sale and for the first time; Trivia Night with the DSO, Prelude to the Symphony, and 
sponsorship of the DSO Classic’s III concert.  
 
 It is your support of these events, and your membership, that enable us to support the 

DSO and its educational outreach in the community.   
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION  
Kathe Richardson, Chair 

 
Kathe oversaw multiple committees that dedicated their time to ensure that DSOL project and events ran 
smoothly.    
 

Membership 
Chair:  Kathe Richardson 
 
Our membership dollars were slightly up for the 2025-2026 season.  We continue to try to grow our 
members as our membership fees and patron donations make up one of our largest revenue sources to 
help support the DSO. 
 
  

2025 - 2026 SEASON 



Concert Greeters 
Chair: John B. Donovan 
 
DSO Concert Greeters were volunteers recruited from the DSOL membership, as well as friends 
and family.  We were successful in filling the needs of two greeters for each Saturday and 
Sunday concert during the 2025/2026 classic concert season. The volunteers supported the DSO 
in welcoming our concert-goers to each performance with a smile and a program at the 
wonderful Five Flags theater. 
 

Guest Artist Gifts 
Chair: Sandy Bertsch  
 
Every year the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra commissions guest artists to perform with the DSO. Each 
of the guest artists were given a gift bag from the DSOL.  They consisted of a personal “ThankYou” note 
from the DSOL President and a bag with locally made Freddie’s Popcorn and Betty Jane Gremlins. 
Sandra Bertsch assembled each of gift bags and delivered them to Sound Bites where the Vickie 
LaGrotta presented them to guest artists. 
 
Nominations  
Chair: Richelle Gentile 
 
The main goal of the nominations committee is to present a slate of potential offers and Executive 
Chairs to be voted on each year.  Next season’s slate of officers include: Kristen Hodges-Kemp as 
President, John B. Donovan as Vice President, Joanne Gebauer as Recording Secretary, and Sandy 
Bertch as Corresponding Secretary.  Another important role of the committee is to help growth the 
DSOL. We’re looking to add music-loving, service-minded individuals who are ready to roll up their 
sleeves and help support our mission.  This past season, we welcomed three new board members:  Pat 
Batka, Megan Gloss, and Betsy McCloskey 
 
Newsletters  
Chair: Joanne Gebauer  
 
Two DSOL newsletters were emailed to our DSOL members this past season; one in the fall of 2025 and 
one in the spring of 2026. These newsletters keep DSOL members informed of past events. current 
information, and what the DSOL plans to do in the future. This communicates to the DSOL members the 
many activities/fundraisers the DSOL does to support the DSO. The newsletter also lets the DSOL know 
how their financial support and participation support the DSO and youth programs. A copy of each 
newsletter can be found on the DSO website. 
 
Volunteer Hours 
Chair: Lisa Fackelman 
 
The DSOL is a fully volunteer league that supports the DSO. Lisa tracked our volunteer hours so that we 
can report them to the DSO for their use in applying for and receiving grants.  These hours come from 
our time conducting fundraisers, attending meetings, and assisting in DSO events.  This past season we 
collectively accumulated over 3337 hours. 



EDUCATION 

Chair: Cindy Mueller  
  

The DSOL supported multiple programs promoting the education of classical music from age eight to 
senior citizens. The DSOL provides financial assistance and volunteer support to many of the Education 
Programs sponsored by the DSO. Many thanks to Cindy Mueller working with Hannah Von Mulert, DSO 
Director of Education & Outreach and for recruiting volunteers when needed. 
 
Dubuque Symphony Youth Ensembles 
The DSOL supported the DSYE by providing tuition assistance, a scholarship fund, marketing and 
recruitments, and discretionary assistance.  The purpose of the DSYE is to supplement and enhance 
music education in the schools through weekly rehearsals and public performances. The Concert Season 
included a Fall Concert at Five Flags Theatre on November 9, 2025, a Winter Concert at Clarke University 
on February 1st and February 8th, and a Spring Concert at Five Flags Theatre on Sunday, May 3rd. 
 
Special Concert by the DSYO 
The Dubuque Symphony Youth Orchestra performed in a side-by-side performance of Jean Sibelius 
“Finlandia” with the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra at their Classics 3 Concert at the Five Flags Theatre 
on Feb. 28 & March 1, 2026. Many students consider this experience of rehearsing and performing with 
the professional musicians of the DSO to be their favorite experience of the season! For the first time 
these concerts were sponsored by the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra League! Many thanks to DSOL 
member Joan Harvieux for her recommendation to sponsor the concert and for being the chairperson of 
this project. 
 
Arts Trek 
The free Arts Trek Concerts performed by the DSO at the historic Five Flags Theatre under the direction 
of Dr. William Intriligator continues to be highly popular with students and music teachers in Dubuque 
and the surrounding Tri-State area. This year, 1780 5th graders representing 36 area schools attended the 
concert on Oct. 16, 2025. Also, 2572 3rd graders representing 51 area schools attended the concert on 
Nov. 18, 2025. Featured soloist with the DSO for the 3rd grade ARTS TREK concerts was the winner of 
the 2025 Youth Concerto Competition, Addilyn Dolan.  DSOL members volunteered as ushers for these 
concerts.  
 
Concerto Competition 
This year the Concerto Competition was held at Clarke University on Saturday, April 11. Nine students 
competed in the auditions. Thanks to everyone who participated. Congratulations to the winners! 1st 
Place - Addison Hingtgen, Clarinet (age 16 from Asbury, IA) 2nd Place - Josie Dunn, Oboe (age 17 from 
Mineral Point, WI ) 3rd Place - Nolan Risma, Cello (age 16 from Asbury, IA ). Judging this year’s 
competition were three DSO musicians: Carol Carlson (Violin), Scott Douglas (Flute), and Stephanie 
Deibel (French Horn). 
 
Adopt-a-Musician 
The Adopt-a-Musician program enables musicians in the DSO to provide in-school performances to 4th 
graders in area elementary schools. This year 15 schools from Dubuque Community, Holy Family, East 
Dubuque, and Galena school districts participated. Two new schools from the Western Dubuque School 
District (Cascade & Dyersville) were added to the list of schools receiving visits from DSO musicians. 
 



Senior Classics/Suonare Performances 
Senior Classics performances for area senior facilities were only performed by student musicians this 
year, making it easier to schedule and made it possible to do more visits throughout the year. Summer 
performances by the DSYE high school Suonare small group ensembles were held at Stonehill and with 
Harmony Dubuque. Holiday Cheers concerts during the Christmas season were held at Oak Park Place, 
Stonehill, and Mt. Carmel Bluffs. 
 
Northeast Iowa School of Music Program  
The DSO was invited to participate in the Northeast Iowa School of Music program entitled Lollipops & 
Music for Preschoolers. This was a great opportunity to introduce young children to live music 
performances! On Jan. 10, 2026, at the Dubuque Public Library DSO musicians Kara Tann (violin) , 
Christina Mixemong ( viola) & Mike White (bass) performed music accompaniment as Hannah Von 
Mulert (DSO Education Director) read the stories “Harold & the Purple Crayon” and “Mr. Pusskins.” 
The program had the highest attendance of their season so far. 
 
Summer Camp 
The 80 registrations for Summer String Camp at Clarke University, which is considered full enrollment, 
were filled in 2 weeks, and there is a waiting list of 6 students. The Chamber Camp of 8 students is also 
filled. The String Camp will have two orchestras, one for middle school and one for high school. The 
Camp Orchestras will perform at the Summer Melodies Concert, a free concert at the Alliant 
Amphitheatre, on Sunday, June 28. 
 
Arts Trek Luncheon 
Co-Chairs: Carrie Bleile and Lisa Fackelman 
 
This luncheon is provided to the DSO orchestra, DSO staff, and Five Flags staff in conjunction with the 
Third Grade Arts Trek which was held on November 18, 2025.  Due to the number of schools 
participating and shorter breaks, a backstage buffet was available throughout the morning/early 
afternoon.  It included a well-balanced selection of snackable items including individually wrapped 
sandwiches.   
 
Sound Bites 
Chair: Kristen Kemp-Hodges 
 
Each Friday prior to the DSO Classics concerts the DSOL sponsors Sound Bites at the Dubuque Golf & 
Country Club.  Maestro William Intriligator provides insight into the music selections for the upcoming 
concert along with a discussion and performances with the guest artists.  The DSO office and website 
handled all reservations while the DSOL volunteers greeted attendees and collected payment.  We seated 
a total of 531 Sound Bites guests this season. 
 
Musical Musing 
Chair: Joyce Johnson 
 

Musical Musing is an educational outreach held the hour prior to the Sunday concert at the concert hall. 
All concert goers are welcome. A representative from the DSOL introduces the DSO Maestro and gives 
information about current DSOL fundraisers. The DSO Maestro and possibly the quest artists shares 
insights about the music we are to hear. 



FUNDRAISING  
Chair: Joan Harvieux 
 
Joan oversaw the fundraising committees and provided data to the board showing profits versus budget. 
 
Trivia Night with the DSO  
Chairs: Joan Harvieux, Mark Wahlert, Kara Murphy 
 
The DSOL and the DSO joined together to hold its first Trivia night on Wednesday July 16, 2025. The 
theme was “Music Trivia with the DSO” and was held at Driftless Pizza.  The emcee of the evening was 
Bob Slatterty, better known as “Trivia Bob”.  The event consisted of 14 teams of no more than 6 
participants per team with the option of purchasing mulligans and raffle tickets to include William 
Intriligator as your team member for one category. 
 
Prelude to the Season 
Chairs: John B. Donovan, Richelle Gentile 
 
On August 21,  2025, the DSOL League hosted its inaugural “Prelude to the Season” cocktail party and 
fashion show, which served as the official launch of the DSO’s highly anticipated concert season and 
opening night. Set in the vibrant Millwork District at EJs Wine Shop, guests were treated to an evening 
where music, fashion, and community came together seamlessly. The event featured stylish ensembles 
from Graham’s Style Store, Chain Vintage, and Zazou’s Bridal Boutique and Tuxedos; offering 
inspiration for opening night attire. It was truly a sophisticated celebration where couture met culture. 
 
“Playing for the Symphony” – Bridge Party 
Chair: Yvonne Mallory  
 
This event, held on the last Thursday of September each year, took place on September 25, 2025 at the 
Dubuque Golf and Country Club.  53 attendees played bridge, enjoyed lunch, and enjoyed each other’s 
company as they raised funds for the Dubuque Symphony Youth education programs. The DSO 
contributed tickets to the Classics Concerts, the Holiday concert, and the Family Holiday Concert which 
were awarded to the first, second, and third place bridge winners.  Door prizes were also provided by 
League members.  Twelve DSOL volunteers helped to make this event successful.   
 
 
 
Nothing Bundt Cake Sales 
Chair: Richelle Gentile 

Richelle Gentile arranged with Nothing Bundt Cakes to donate 20% of their proceeds to the DSOL on 
sponsored day to support the DSO music education programs. We had our first sponsored day this 
season with Nothing Bundt Cakes on November 25th, the Tuesday before Thanksgiving.  A second 
sponsored day was April 2nd, the Thursday before Easter.  This is our 2nd year and plan on making this a 
yearly event where Nothing Bundt Cakes will donate 20% on the Tuesday before Thanksgiving and the 
Thursday before Easter each year.  Mark your calendars! 

 



Classics III “Symphonic Landscapes” Sponsorship 
Chair: Joan Harvieux 
 
This year, we sponsored the Classics III “Symphonic Landscapes” which included the Dubuque 
Symphony Youth Orchestra performing ‘side-by-side’ with the DSO.  
 
The sponsorship was made possible by a special request for numerous donors to participant in this new 
opportunity to support the DYSO and the DSO.  
 
All participants were included in a drawing for a sculpture donated by Paul Chase, a renowned local 
artist. The drawing was held at the Classics III Sound Bites. 
 
A DSOL representative welcomed the audience at both the Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon 
performance and promoted our mission.  This fundraiser was a great success! The DSOL has made plans 
to sponsor a concert as a yearly event. 
 
Geranium Plus Flower Sale 
Co-Chairs:  Joan Harvieux, Kathe Richardson 
 
The Geranium Plus Flower Sales Event of 2026 was held May 4th, the Monday before Mother’s Day at 
Bread of Life Church Presbyterian Church.  Thirty-five varieties of flowers and plants were provided by 
Amish/Minertown Greenhouse and Cushman’s Nursery.  Gift certificates from both nurseries were 
offered and sold. 

The weather was sunny, and 30 League volunteers assisted, in shifts, with unloading of plants, filling 
orders, and assisting with plant pickup.  It was a wonderful volunteer opportunity for everyone. 

Order forms were sent via email to save on postage and this year we initiated on-line ordering through 
the DSO website. We believe this contributed to the success of this event.  This is the way of the future 
and we are hopping on board.  Those who placed orders online received an immediate confirmation via 
email of their order details and payment information. Those who mailed in their order form also received 
the confirmation after their order details.   

 
 

Looking Ahead to 2026-2027:    

We are hard at work planning events for the coming 2026-2027 season beginning with our annual 
membership drive starting right now.  Our membership drive is a key League fundraiser that helps support 
educational outreach and financial support to the DSO. 

Keep your eyes open for a couple summer events.  On July 15th, we are planning another fun Trivia night and 
on September 10th, we are planning a Prelude to the Symphony, a night of music & fashion and cocktails.  
Plans for our annual “Play for the Symphony” Bridge party is underway for September 24th as well as others.  
Information on our upcoming fundraising events will be posted on social media, sent to league members via 
email, and the DSO website: https://dubuquesymphony.org/dubuque-symphony-orchestra-league 

 

https://dubuquesymphony.org/dubuque-symphony-orchestra-league


DSOL Executive Committee for the 2026-2027 Season 

Executive Committee 
Kristen Kemp-Hodges - President 
John B. Donovan - Vice President 
Angie Jordan - Treasurer 
Carrie Bleile - Assistant Treasurer 
Joanne Gebauer - Recording Secretary 
Sandy Bertsch - Correspondence Secretary 
Kathe Richardson- Administration 
Cindy Mueller - Education 
Joan Harvieux - Fundraising 
Richelle Gentile - Nominations 
Vickie LaGrotta - Past President 
Mark Wallert – DSO Executive Director 

 

I look forward to our upcoming season working with the DSOL members by volunteering and supporting our 
wonderful orchestra.  Please consider joining us! 

 
Thank you, 
Vickie LaGrotta 


